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LECTURE OUTLINE

 Family  medicine competencies

 Importance of teaching the teachers

 Leonardo EURACT courses

 Janko Kersnik International EURACT 

Bled course

 EURACT Appraisal portfolio



BACKGROUND

 Family medicine is a well recognized

independent academic discipline in 

Europe and around the world

 Many factors contributed to the 

achievement of its present level of 

recognition

 One of the factors is certainly education





TEACHING THE TEACHERS

 Teachers‘ training is fundamental to the 

development of any academic discipline

 The high quality level of education in 

family medicine is maintained by

professional teachers with adequate 

preparation in the training of future 

family physicians

 Role modelling



EURACT

 European Academy of 

Teachers in GP/FM

 One of the main

networks of WONCA 

Europe (the European

Association of GP/FP)

 A comprehensive

system for educational

development of the

family medicine 

teachers in Europe



A COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEM FOR 

EDUCATING THE FM TEACHERS

Becoming a 
teacher

Continuous
professional
development

Assessment
of quality

LEONARDO EURACT

LEVEL 1-3 COURSE

JANKO KERSNIK EURACT

BLED COURSE
APPRAISAL PORTFOLIO



FRAMEWORK FOR CONTINUING 

EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT



LEONARDO EURACT COURSES



LEONARDO EURACT COURSES



JANKO KERSNIK INTERNATIONAL 

BLED COURSE
 The international Bled course for teacher 

training has played a central role in faculty 
development in family medicine for the past 25 
years

 Structure and learning aims of the Bled course 
have remained stable over 25 years

 It provides a safe, well-structured learning 
environment for the participants even though 
the course topic is different every year 

 The course has had a significant impact on 
curriculum development and teacher training 
in Slovenia as well as in many other countries 
in Europe and beyond



BLED COURSE‘S AIMS

 To develop an understanding of the role 
of group work in enabling participants to 
reflect and learn about their work both 
as clinicians and educators 

 To develop skills in producing an 
educational module, which can be used 
by participants in teaching activities in 
their home countries

 To promote the exchange of teaching
experiences among the participants



BLED COURSE‘S TEACHING 

METHODS

 Homework assignments

 Assigned readings

 Lectures

 Small-group work

 Fieldwork

 Projects

 Presentations

 Small-group discussions



TIME-TABLE



BLED COURSE‘S TOPICS



BLED COURSE‘S IMPLICATIONS

 A series of workshops are organized annually 
in Slovenia on the same topic as the Bled 
course of that year for Slovenian teachers and 
trainers in family medicine

 The workshops are shorter in duration than the 
Bled course and provide the material covered
by the courses in a more concentrated way

 Attendance at these courses is a prerequisite
for recognition as a tutor of family medicine in
Slovenia

 Similar national courses also in Serbia, Israel, 
Portugal, Ireland, and Austria



APPRAISAL PORTFOLIO

 A model of an international appraisal of 

family medicine teachers

 Based on the previously mentioned

Framework for continuing professional

development of family medicine 

teachers



FEATURES OF THE PORTFOLIO

 A valuable tool for self-assessment

 A tool for systematic reflection – and 
getting feedback

 A tool for objective measurement of your 
competences and having feedback on 
them

 A method of learning about your past and 
your future

 A way to find areas for improving your 
teaching



AIMS AND SCOPE

 To support, develop, and recognize the 

standard of the individual trainer/teacher

 To demonstrate the existing high 

standards of education/training in family 

medicine in Europe and the ambition for 

further development

 To coordinate family medicine training 

throughout the countries in the 

European Union



LEVELS OF THE APPRAISAL

 Competent level (9/13 domains):
 At least 2 of these domains are from area 1 

(Learning Environment)

 at least 4 of these domains are from area 2 
(Provision of Education)

 at least 3 of these domains are from area 3 
(Educational Process)

 Expert level (5/13 domains):
 at least 1 domain is from area 1 – (Learning 

Environment) and

 at least 1 domain is from area 2 – (Provision of 
Education) and

 at least 1 domain is from area 3 – (Educational 
Process)



PROCESS OF THE APPRAISAL

 The appraisal process is run by:
 a national educational appraiser if the applicant 

apply for the competent level;

 2 international educational appraisers if the 
applicant apply for the expert level.

 The whole appraisal process is run in 
national languages (when applying for the 
competent level) OR in English (when 
applying for the expert level).

 The appraisal process gives a “pass” or 
“not ready yet” conclusion



TYPES OF EVIDENCE

 A personal learning log

 A reference letter

 A multi-source feedback

 Learner evaluations

 A list of publications

 Copies of abstracts

 Documentation

 Learning and teaching resources

 A personal statement















CONCLUSIONS

 A comprehensive European system for

assuring and improving the quality of 

family medicine teaching

 Can be implemented in individual

countries


